
Bahia, Brazil, Golden Initiative 
Enhancing the Jewelry Industry’s Reputation for the Future 

January 1, 2019 
	 	 	 	 	   current thoughts  

JEWELRY INDUSTRY INITIATIVE 1

Remedios Village, Bahia, Brazil 
BCCook



This writing  introduces an initiative taking place in a remote mountain range in 
Bahia state, Brazil, and highlights it’s relevance in the broader scope; how 
responsible sourcing initiatives of  all colors from everywhere will effect the 
sustainability of  the jewelry industry. I invite the participation of  this industry to 
which I am deeply committed. By 2017, approximately 40.5 million people were 
directly engaged in ASM mining (Artisanal Small scale Mining), with five times that 
number dependent on ASM mining as a route out of  poverty (Fritz et al., 2018). 
Even though our industry is late arriving to the concept of  “responsibly sourced” 
materials compared to other industries such as food and textiles, we are here now. 
Companies are enhancing reputation for staying power in the future by 
demonstrating leadership in ethics, encouraging positive impacts for a  just and 
sustainable future. For people and land. 
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Remedios Village. Local children, the future



The vast majority of  color gems are sourced from remote and poor communities 
sprinkled around the globe. Typically the producers are at the bottom of  the 
receiving end. Our initiative takes action to shift this disparity while importantly 
investing in regenerative agriculture, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Regenerative_agriculture.  A parallel sustainable economic activity for these 
extractive ASM communities. Teaching by example that investing in food security 
for future generations is a smart and environmentally sound way to prepare for a 
future when the mineral resource ends.  

As an industry we have the opportunity to help ASM communities benefit………. 
Economic empowerment, micro-finance, value added enterprises, improved 
working conditions, safety, education, empowering women, land reclamation, 
improved mining skills, including transparency are all very important and indeed 
there is good work in all those areas happening now. What our model advocates 
goes beyond those essential industry needs. We are creating a model that actively 
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Underground at the Pyramid Mine for Bahia Golden rutilated quartz 
photo BCCook



engages in actions addressing the broader  implications of  “climate change”, or 
climate crisis really. A model that impacts food security, promotes carbon 
sequestration, supports indigenous rights, impacting generations as far out as 
possible. The seven generation rule. A story and action that many, especially youth 
endorse out of  ethical, moral, imperatives related to an Earth System sustainability. 
That is why beyond the basic items listed above to improve the immediate needs 
and benefits for the communities, we want to invest in the long haul for our 
grandchildren’s grandchildren. We intend to make the underlying value of  
regenerative agriculture/agroecology  aligned to artisanal mining. This kind 
of  land stewardship is the real gem. A model applicable to anywhere in the world. 

Imagine remote ASM communities with improved methods for mining and land 
stewardship, creating food security while investigating and preserving the 
ethnobotany, celebrating and preserving the local cultures, creating opportunity for 
added value for the stones, concentrating on skills for women to gain greater 
autonomy and influence, creating the transparency our industry desperately needs, 
partnering with universities for research, and engaging policy makers, all supported 
by the mineral wealth. This concentrated and compact initiative does that. 

We have an ideal exotic biome, semi remote area where the lessons and results can 
be documented, studied and promoted. The success of  this model will attract 
investment from companies seeking to align with just such a story. The major 
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Rare biome meeting of  cerrado, caatinga, and Atlantic rainforest. Photo BCCook



brands and especially the multitudes of  independent and  young designers today 
wanting to connect can participate, improving the overall image of  the industry 
and their brands. The broader benefit will be establishing centers for food security, 
education, with respect for culture and traditional knowledge. Long term 
sustainability. 

We wish to establish a Private Public Partnership that will create viable economic 
and employment opportunities within rural ASM communities, while at the same 
time promoting science, economics, and policy towards biodiversity https://
royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rstb.2010.0143, developing means of  
countering the effects of  climate change and pass along the knowledge for 
subsequent generations.  

We are coordinating with the non-profit group The Jewelry Industry Summit here 
in the USA and in Brazil there is an NGO specifically formed to work with this 
particular ASM mountain community called Instituto Da Serra ( Of  the 
Mountain).  

What we need now is companies and institutions willing to invest in the initiative 
and attach their names to this model. Establishing a location to visit, learn, 
experience, and spread that knowledge. 
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Bahia Golden Rutilated Quartz



 

Accomplished: 

The first stage has been formalizing the miners and the lands being mined. With 
cooperation from state and federal government we were able to create legal mine 
concessions  utilizing under recognized laws established by the National Dept. of  
Minerals (DNPM), designed to help ASM miners to become legitimized not 
marginalized. In the course of  the last 5 years cooperatives have been established 
for the miners, and land owners helped to gain mine concessions. Formalizing 
allows for legal selling and transport of  the stones. The largest co-op has 
approximately 500 members.  
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We have purchased land approximately 100 x 80m at the edge of  the village 
Remedios for the processing, lapidary school and administration infrastructure. 

Here, also; the 
educational gardens 
can be developed 
and is a short walk to 
the elementary 
school.  
We have some local 
land owners willing 
to make land use 
available to expand 
the plants and agro 
research aspect, and 
to develop tree 
nurseries for native 
fruit bearing trees, 
and hard wood trees 
usable in land 
reclamation. The 
local and state 
government are 
engaged. Bahia state  
Secretary of  
Economic 
Development, Ana 
Cristina Franco 
Magalaes 

anacristina.magalhaes@sde.ba.gov.br, is aware of  our initiative and waiting to see 
what status we can develop to gain possible support from the state. The 
municipality Mayor of  Novo Horizonte, Bahia,  Djalma Anjos, has been engaged 
in helping to create more transparency for quartz purchases to legalize transporting 
and exporting from Bahia. He also has hopes to bring value added enterprise to the 
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Incredible soil at the site of  our gardens 
Remedios  Village. Photo BCCook



region. With our own  infrastructure for a lapidary school Djalma may provide 
some lapidary equipment currently in storage having never been used. 

 
We have an NGO formed in 2018, Instituto 
Da Serra, as a vehicle to implement the 
initiative in Brazil. 
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Old adobe dating to 17th century in 
Remedios Village. Photo BCCook

Remedios Village. Photo BCCook



 

July 2018, this initiative was mentioned officially at the High-Level Segment of  the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council by CIBJO, The World Jewellery 
Confederation. “CIBJO represents the interests of  all individuals, organizations 
and companies earning their livelihoods from jewellery, gemstones and precious 
metals, covering the entire industry from mine to marketplace in the various 
production, manufacturing, trading and retail centers.” Significantly the industry  
recognizes the importance of  voluntary industry initiatives.  I  presented  this 
initiative at the  GIA Symposium October, 2018, in Carlsbad, CA. 

Brian, 

 How thing’s going? 
  
Gaetano Cavalieri is currently in New York for the High-Level Segment of  the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council. As CIBJO needs to do each year, we 
had to deliver a statement, in which we reported on our activities and those of  the 
jewelry sector in general in respect to the current ECOSOC theme, which this year 
is: “From global to local: supporting sustainable and resilient societies in urban and 
rural communities.” 
  
In our statement, which has been formally accepted, and now is being circulated in 
three languages by the UN, we mentioned your rutile quartz project in Bahia as an 
example of  a voluntary industry initiative. It’s only a brief  mention, but it is now in 
the official UN record. So well done. 
  
I am attaching the statement, and we should put out a press release this week about 
the statement in general. 
  
All the best, 
Steve 
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 This is the new frontier for our industry with greater implications for taking 
actions to stave off  climate crisis. My thesis is that our industry engaging and 
investing in initiatives that benefit people and land, will have a huge resonance with 
a large sector of  the public at large.  
We are experiencing the 6th great extinction, and exacerbating it by how humans 
manufacture, consume, and discard.  

The Amazon development debate has been torn between attempting to reconcile maximizing 
conservation versus intensification of  traditional agriculture and expansion of  hydropower capacity. 
In Third Way as Paradigm, we argue for a Third Way based on aggressively researching, 
developing, and scaling up a new high-tech innovation approach that sees the Amazon as a global 
public good of  biological and biomimetic assets that can enable the creation of  innovative high-
value products, services, and platforms for current and for entirely new markets through combining 
advanced digital, biological, and material technologies of  the Fourth Industrial Revolution in 
progress. 
The challenge, therefore, is to reconcile the current development model with a new paradigm for 
sustainable development of  the Amazon. A corollary to this greater challenge is the urgent need to 
deploy a high-tech innovation ecosystem approach to serve as the basis for this new model of  
sustainable development for the Amazon. 
The world economy has been undergoing a massive transformation at high speed driven by the 
fusion of  advanced digital, material, and biological innovations, leading to the concept of  the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution. Embracing the Fourth Industrial Revolution requires the development 
of  a new model, based on the forest and its terrestrial and aquatic resources, which recognizes the 
economic value of  the forest’s biodiversity, its biomimetic assets, and the ecosystem services it 
provides.  Carlos A. Nobre, Gilvan Sampaio, Laura S. Borma, Juan Carlos Castilla-Rubio, José 
S. Silva, and Manoel Cardoso 

PNAS published ahead of print September 16, 2016 https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.
1605516113


The Bahia, Brazil, Golden Initiative is a single source locality ideally located for a 
compact dynamic model integrating many of  the  “responsible sourcing” ideals. A 
facility to grow an educational foundation in which to teach, inspire and attract 
research.   
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Bullet Points Bahia Golden Initiative 
Legalize not marginalize. Expand registration of  miners in a co-op, continue to 
legalize areas for mining. (over 700 garimpeiros have been added to the 
cooperatives) 
Transparency. Create a certificate of  origin. Facilitate paying the required taxes 
to municipality and state for proper export. Document and share information 
through chain of  custody. 
Improve methods. Mining, safety, mine remediation, environmental 
stewardship, educate. 

Value added at the source. Sorting, processing, cleaning, introduce basic 
cutting & bead making. Emphasize skills for women. 
Engage with the relevant institutions. Federal, state, and local government, 
university, local public school, and NGO’s. 
Regenerative agriculture. Food security. Carbon sequestration. 
Implement organic and permaculture gardens using agroecology science. Connect 
to other important initiatives such as; France 4/1000, Bioneers, United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals, and Food Security  
http://bioneers.org 
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/media/408539/4-per-1000-initiative.pdf    
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ 
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/09/13/1605516113.full#T5   
http://www.jewelryindustrysummit.com 
http://www.cibjo.org 

New source of  sustainable revenue with regenerative agriculture based 
products. Combine NGO backed initiatives for Corporate Responsibility and 
environmental stewardship with a for profit enterprise for economic 
sustainability. 
Cultural sustainability. Respect and celebrate the unique culture from the 
region. Ethnobotany. Husbandry. Spirits distillation. Festivals etc.  
Jewelry industry relevance. Document the process using photos, video, and 
social media resources. Connect the responsible sourcing from the mine to 
consumer. These stories are demanded in our industry. Investing in socially and 
environmentally sound economic development will resonate with the public at 
large. 
Transparency. Implement modern tracking and marking systems. 
Begin small. The scale of  the project is relatively small. The success will 
encourage replication at other mining communities in Bahia, Brazil and worldwide. 

JEWELRY INDUSTRY INITIATIVE 11



Sincerely yours, 

Brian Charles Cook, 

+1 707 280 4883 

natgeo@sonic.net 

Nature’s Geometry,  Southwestern USA/Bahia, Brazil 

United Nations 

Economic and Social Council 
E/2018/NGO/1 
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28 July 2017–27 July 2018 Agenda item 5  
High-level segment 

Statement submitted by World Jewellery Confederation,  
a non-governmental organization in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council* 

The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being circulated 
in accordance with paragraphs 30 and 31 of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1996/31. 

Distr.: General 

29 May 2018 Original: English 

   

2018 session 

 
* The present statement is issued without formal editing. 

18-08581 (E) 080618 *1808581* 

 
E/2018/NGO/1 

Statement 

The World Jewellery Confederation (CIBJO) supports the implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) through its work, with special emphasis on 
grass- roots projects in the jewellery and gemstone sectors. Involving several partners, 
it calls for transparency and inclusiveness, and strengthening local and global 
partnerships. Thus CIBJO has addressed areas of quality education (SDG 4), clean 
water and sanitation (SDG 6), energy (SDG 7), economic growth (SDG 8), sustainable 
cities and communities (SDG 11), sustainable consumption and production (SDG 12), 
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life below water (SDG14) to name a few, understanding that all 17 SDGs are 
interrelated. 

CIBJO’s strategy has been developing educational programmes, initiate and/or 
supporting industry efforts, and creating tools and platforms for member organisations 
in their respective countries. The underlying premise of this approach is that progress 
will result from an aggregation of multiple grass-roots efforts, echoing the 2018 
ECOSOC High-Level Segment theme “From global to local: supporting sustainable 
and resilient societies in urban and rural communities.” 

CIBJO runs series of educational programmes, with the goal of enhancing socially 
responsible business practices, and instilling an ethos of creating sustainable social and 
economic opportunity for all stakeholders along the chain of distribution. These include 
workshops on ecologically responsible aquafarming; ethical gold mining, diamond and 
coloured gemstone supply chain integrity, and grass roots sustainability projects. Since 
2013 it has managed the programme in conjunction with the Italian Exhibition Group 
(IEG), a leading industry trade fair organiser. 

Among the specialized tools and platforms that CIBJO created is the Jewellery 
Industry Greenhouse Gas Measurement Initiative, which helps companies understand, 
reduce and offset their carbon footprints. 

CIBJO has supported grass-roots initiatives for small and medium-sized enterprises, 
including small-scale mining organisations meeting rigorous Fairtrade standards on 
working conditions, child labour, women’s rights, clean technology, health and safety, 
organisational management, democratic decision-making, transparency, traceability and 
responsible environmental management. 

A recent development has involved voluntary initiatives, such as the Jewellery 
Summit, which groups together individuals, companies and organisations to 
create programmes that, in time, may create significant and sustainable 
opportunities out in the field. One of these involves a rutilated quartz mine in 
Brazil that seeks to implement a model using natural resources as the foundation 
for sustainable development. Another is a Jewellery Development Index (JDI), which 
was sponsored by U. S. State Department, and now is housed at the University of 
Delaware. 

CIBJO has also liaised with government and international organisations, such as the 
European Community and OECD, about developing grassroots jewellery and gemstone 
enterprises as means of achieving national and international development goals. 

JEWELRY INDUSTRY INITIATIVE 14



On June 2017, the CIBJO President joined a high-level delegation from the Republic of 
Fiji at the Oceans Conference at the United Nations in New York, to outline and 
promote the development of a sustainable pearl farming sector in Fiji. It includes 
responsibly managed marine pearling areas that also create income- generating 
opportunities for indigenous communities. 

Through these initiatives and measuring the progress of local efforts, including 
indigenous needs, CIBJO has learned that building inclusive, resilient, competitive and 
sustainable communities is fundamental for achieving the SDGs by 2030. 

2/2 

18-08581 

Land-use and climate change risks in the Amazon and the need of a novel 
sustainable development paradigm 
Carlos A. Nobre, Gilvan Sampaio, Laura S. Borma, Juan Carlos Castilla-Rubio, José 
S. Silva, and Manoel Cardoso

https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/09/13/1605516113.full 
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